
APPENDD( 3

PLANNIT\E QUESTIONS - A sVffi,sIED FRA| AilORK

RECALL reallirg, reuisitg rrnterial thaf has already been cov*ed - facfs, terms, basic
concepts. Qaestion aes: uho, what, why, uhen, where, find, spell, match, tvtme, tell, show.

COi PREHENSION tna"rstmaitE the main points of the stoty bygivitlg deseipfiotts,
statirg maior ideas. qesfin caes: dacribe, explain, prdict, inferpret, outline, sunmariza

APPIJCATION tuwsfeffhg taned in qe cqfexf fo another. Ar;st*n
ans: conplete ilftEtrutq plan, nnke use of, choose, exprimant uith, clrarga

ANALyS$ amfuhg nood, setttrg, clnracters, e.ypressitg opinions od preferances,
npke inference 4 deductim. qesfim arc:t: comryre, cdtlect, arrurge. select, discover,
sinplify.

SyNfTHESIS develophg a critial stance based on infornptim from a rutge of sources.
Qnstiott dte:s: compile, popose, inagine. improve, develop, crate, genedise, re*rite,
improve.

EVALUATION nakiry judgenents and explaining the rasons for them, developitrg
reasonitg using evidence. qp$dn cner: concludq prove, disprove, criticise, conuince,
recommend
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Handout 4,3
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o Analysis
Explain
Infer
Analyse

r Synthesis
Design

--\ Create
I, Compose

r Evaluation
Assess
Compare/contrast
Judge

)

Bloom's taxonomy
of questioning

o Knowledge
Describe
ldentify
Who, when, where

r Gomprehension
Tianslate
Predict
whv?

. Application
Demonstrate how
Solve
Try it in a new context
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Analysing questions using Handoul 4.4
Bloom's taxonomy

1 Which of these three tools would do that most effectively and why?

2 What name did we give to ...?

3 Why did the South American Indians have no word for'season'?

4 Why do you think the South American Indians might have no word for
'season' in their language?

5 What does this style of painting remind you of?

6 What do you think is the main point the writer is making in the second ,,*)
paragraph?

7 Which of these four sources might be most reliable in helping us to ...?

I Now, the difficult bit. Given all the conflicting arguments, where would you
build the new refinery?

I What would happen if you mixed ...?

10 What choices did Harold have when faced with that situation?

11 Which words do you already know in this sentence?

12 Given all of the sources we have looked at, where would you now expect \
these people to have moved to? )

13 lf we are unsure, how could we set about translating ...?

14 Why did the Normans invade ...?

15 What similarities can you spot between the two ...?

16 lf this verb looks like this when it follows 'il' what would you expect of these
verbs?

17 What repeating pattern can you see in the events ...?

18 How will you set about remembering what you have learned?
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Purposes of questioning oHr 4.3
o To interest, engage and challenge pupils

. To check on prior knowledge

o Tc stimulate recall and use of existing knowledge
and experience in order to create new
understanding and meaning

o To focus thinking on key concepts and issues

o To extend pupils' thinking from the concrete and
factual to the analytical and evaluative

o To lead pupils through a planned sequence which
progressively establishes key understandings

o rc promote reasoning, problem solving, evaluation
and the formulation of hypotheses

. To promote pupils' thinking about the way they
have learned
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, Effective questioning oHr 4.6

Effective question ing :

o reinforces and revisits the learning objectives;
o includes 'staging' questions to draw pupils

towards key understanding or to increase the level
of challenge in a lesson as it proceeds;

o involves all pupils;

o engages pupils in thinking for themselves;

. promotes justification and reasoning;

o creates an atmosphere of trust where pupirs'
opinions and ideas are valued;

o shows connections between previous and new
learning;

o encourages pupils to speculate and hypothesise;

o encourages pupils to ask as well as to 'receive'

questions;

o encourages pupils to listen and respond to each
other as well as to the teacher.
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What makes guestioning effective?

Ten top tactics

Partrciption, interest and effective thinking and larning are affected by the
questions that both teacherc and their pupils ask. The quality of classroom
questioning and iE effectiveness can be improved in a number of ways:

. Prepare key questions to ask;

. Ask fewer and better questions;

. Use appropriate language and content;

o Distribute questions around the class;

o Give pupils "thinking time'to respond to questions, and
pause between them;

. use questions to make progressive cognitive demands;

o Prompt pupils, give cues;

o Use pupils' responses - even incorect ones;

o Encourage pupils to ask questions;

o Listen, and acknowledge pupils' responses positively.



APPENDIX 2

The Dos ond Don'ts of guestioning

Dos - Effective questions
are those that:

Don'fs - common ernors that
evetyone makes at fimes:

extend and roise the discussion to o
higher level of thinking

using guestions that pupils ccnnot
understqnd ond resPond to

stort with c mrrow focus ond
brooden out - recoll first, then
encou? oge f resh thinki ng

osking o guestion ond onswerirg it
yourself before the puPil hos o
chonce to think

stort with o brood focus ond norrow
down to detoil

osking too mony guestions

toke o circulor route - q series of
guestions leading bock to the
originol ideo

csking guestions of only the
brightest ond keenest pupils

toke o stroight route usirg
guestiors of o similor tyPe

continuolly osking the some type of
guestion

provide o'skeleton' on which to horg
ideos

oskirg guestions in o wcy thot pupils
find intimidotitg

signol thot porticipation is volued foilirg to ocknowledge pupils'
responses positively ond putting
them down

help pupils externolise their
knowledge ond put it into words

failing to deol with on onswer
sensitively

stimulote ond sustoin continuing
interest in o topic

foiling to build on ond extend
onswers


